
Dear friends,  
 
 
Thank you to all who came to the Oct. 26 forum and our Take the 
PARCC event! It was great to see so many of you. We want to share a 
few bits of news.  
 
A growing wave of concern: At the board of education meeting this 
week, the district’s PARCC presentation last week and on Facebook 
and blogs, a growing number of parents have been raising concerns 
about the PARCC and the changes in our schools. Parent after parent 
spoke with heartfelt concern at the board meeting. Our teachers were 
also back at the microphone. The board has taken school staff 
presentations off the agenda this year. But staff from Mt. Hebron took 
turns speaking during the public comments portion of the meeting. It is 
wonderful and important to hear the voices of so many parents and 
educators at these meetings and online!  
 
__________________________________________ 
 
 
Check out these new blogs for some of what parents and 
educators told the board: We’re excited to tell you about the launch 
of these two blogs, each of which has posted some of the comments 
made at this week’s board meeting.  
 
 
Montclair Voices, http://montclairvoices.com, gives parents and 
community members a space to share experiences, concerns and 
ideas about our schools. 
 
 
At Montclair Education Matters, http://montclaireducationmatters.com, 
you can hear directly from educators who either work in our district or 
live here and teach elsewhere.  
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Increasing questions about the PARCC: More parents are raising 
questions and concerns about the new state-mandated PARCC 



exams that will be given to all students in grades 3-11 twice this 
spring. Concerns include: the developmental appropriateness of the 
test questions; the requirement that even children as young as 3rd 
grade take the tests online; the amount of instructional time that is 
being lost to prepping children to take tests on computers; how 
special-needs children will fare on the tests; and the fact that this new 
and unproven exam has already been made a graduation standard for 
NJ high school students. Parents are also asking the district for a 
reasonable and humane policy for those who choose not to have their 
children take the tests. 
 
 
If you would like to try a practice PARCC exam, you will find them 
here:  
http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/ 
 
 
If you have questions for district administrators, they are scheduled to 
hold another PARCC family presentation, for grades 9-11, this 
Tuesday, Nov. 25, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the MHS annex.  
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
Can we trust their data? Last month, Superintendent MacCormack’s 
staff presented test score data that they said showed a narrowing of 
the achievement gap between African American and white students 
on 9 of 15 measures. Generally, when a school district presents data, 
the public accepts it as accurate. But Michelle Fine, a researcher and 
distinguished professor at the Graduate Center at CUNY, spotted 
problems. As Michelle presented at the board meeting this week, the 
district failed to make the same critical comparisons of economically 
disadvantaged African American students to nondisadvantaged whites 
that it used last year. And it consistently overstated the test scores of 
African Americans. Considering that the superintendent’s bonus was 
based on reducing the achievement gap, Michelle asked if the board 
should perhaps put that money in escrow “until we have numbers we 
can trust.” Read more 
 



________________________________________ 
 
 
Budget cuts, then spending freely: The district’s auditor made a 
presentation at the board meeting this week that was both troubling 
and enlightening.  
 
Our district built up a huge surplus in recent years, including during 
the 2010 and 2011 period when it slashed positions - such as of many 
classroom aides - and cut programs such as Writer’s Room and 
elementary instrumental music. Most programs and positions that 
were cut were never restored, and their loss is still felt in our schools. 
Meanwhile, the budget surplus ballooned out of balance, and the 
auditor advised the district to spend it down. This year, the district is 
spending down the last of its excess surplus, $2.25 million.  
 
The auditor warned that we won’t have the cushion of that surplus 
after this year. In addition, he noted that a line called the unassigned 
fund balance - or reserves - is now below the 2 percent level 
recommended. By our calculations, it is about $1.4 million below the 
recommended level. 
 
With all the spending of reserves plus the revenues from our 4.1 
percent tax increase, a fair question is - where has the money gone? 
 
We’ll look more closely in coming months. But here are just a few 
areas of spending that have caught our eye through our review of 
budget documents: 
 
Legal fees are way up: 
2011-12: $166,774 
2012-13: $345,330 
2013-14: more than $500,000, according to Board of School Estimate 
members quoted in the newspaper. 
2014-15: $350,000 budgeted 
 
Communications/Telephone is over budget:  
The district’s communications hires and expenses are apparently 
costing far more than what was budgeted. Total costs for 



communications/telephone are now expected to be more than 
double what was in the budget approved in the spring. 
$125,000 was budgeted for communications/telephone for 2014-15 
$287,724 has been appropriated as of Sept. 30, 2014, according to 
the Sept. 30 list of bills that was part of this month’s board agenda. 
 
 
Central services staffing has grown by more than 50 percent: 
In 2008-09, the district budget showed there were 12 administrators at 
central office and 21.4 secretaries/clerical staff for a total of 33.4.  
 
Now, there are 51 administrators, secretaries and other staff in central 
office - a 52.7 percent increase since 2008, according to a central 
services staff list received from the district.. 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Those now-vanished budget surpluses tell an important story 
about our schools: As our school budget surpluses swelled, our 
classrooms underwent severe cuts. Parent Chris McGoey breaks it 
down, helping us to understand how the district’s budget decisions 
have affected our children’s education. Read more 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
If board meetings aren’t for the public, what is? During the public 
comments portion of this week’s board meeting, Board President 
David Deutsch cut off several speakers when they hit the three-minute 
limit by talking over them as the speakers tried to finish. One father of 
a student politely objected, as he was being interrupted, that this is a 
public meeting. Mr. Deutsch corrected him: this meeting is not for the 
public, it is for the board. 
 
We would like to recount Mr. Deutsch’s exact words, but as of now the 
video of the meeting is not posted. 
 



Sadly, his remark sums up the board majority’s often dismissive 
attitude toward parents at board meetings. 
 
We understand that the board has business to conduct. 
 
But we sometimes wonder if some of the board members have 
forgotten who they are there to serve? Parents, students, residents, 
taxpayers - the public. 
 
 
Spread the word by forwarding this to friends. 
 
 
If this was forwarded to you, email us to get on our email list.  
 
 
Check out our community page on Facebook. 
 
 
Thank you. 
 
	  


